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Liberty Charter High School  
9th Grade New Student Assignment 2014-2015 

My Reading History 
 
 
Welcome to Liberty Charter High School. You are launching into an exciting journey where 
you will grow to embody our school values: responsible community leadership, effective 
communication, values-conscious thinking, self-directed learning, and literate citizenship. 
Reading is a useful tool in all these endeavors. When it is your turn to launch into the post-
high school world, you want to be not only well skilled at reading, but also well read. 
 
This project will help you (and teachers who read it) to evaluate your past and present skills. 
It will help both you and your teacher chart a course for learning. Finally, it will serve as 
documentation of your experiences and thinking. Integrity is a must. It is when we take an 
honest look at ourselves that we can move forward to become who and what we want to be. 
 
Due: August 14, 9:30am, at student orientation. This document will become a part of your 
high school portfolio. This piece is necessary for your reading goal-setting project that we will 
begin immediately at the beginning of the year. For late enrollees, this project is due one 
week after enrollment and the goal-setting project will be due the following week. The goal-
setting project will be available on the English 1-2 website starting the first week of school.. 
 
 
SECTION 1: MY READING HISTORY 
 
Writing product: An MLA-formatted typed narrative essay (informational). Use a subtitle for 
each section. Each section can be multiple paragraphs. Show off your best writing. 
See https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ for MLA format particulars. 
 
 
Length: 5 sections (6 if you already have had high school experience). Several of these 
sections will have multiple paragraphs. This paper will probably run several pages. 
 
 
Second language students: please include information about learning to read in your first 
language, if you did. You may have to make some adjustments with the outline to fit your 
circumstances. If you do not have enough English skills to write this essay, find someone 
who can write down your information for you in English while you tell it to them in your native 
language. Another alternative: If you cannot write this in English and you cannot get someone 
to translate for you but you have the skills to write this in a different language, do so.   
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Writing prompt: Write an essay that describes your early memories about reading. Include 
specific best and worst memories, as well as general information, and any positive or 
negative feelings associated with those experiences.  
 

• Subtitle: INTRODUCTION (Write the introduction last. That way you will know best 
how to set up what you wrote for the rest of the piece.) 

o Background information: Summarize your schooling experience (what schools 
you attended and where). 

o Thesis: Summarize your overall thoughts and feelings about learning to read. 
• Subtitle: EARLY YEARS 

o early memories of learning to read before school and in the first couple years of 
school 

o if parents or others have told you about reading experiences you had when you 
were little, include those 

o include any attitudes or feelings you had about those experiences 
• Subtitle: JUNIOR YEARS 

o memories of reading experiences 2nd or 3rd-5th grade. First chapter books 
o books you remember reading during this time Distinguish between books read 

in class and books read on your own. What do your remember about them. 
How did you feel about reading them? 

o how much/how often did you read on your own? 
o include any attitudes or feelings you had about those experiences 

• Subtitle: MIDDLE SCHOOL YEARS 
o memories of reading experiences during 6th through 8th grade.  
o books you remember reading during this time. Distinguish between books read 

in class and books read on your own. What do your remember about them. 
How did you feel about reading them? 

o how much/how often did you read on your own? 
o include any attitudes or feelings you had about those experiences 

• For students who are entering LCHS after some high school experience Subtitle: 
HIGH SCHOOL YEARS 

o memories of reading experiences during 9th grade up until the present.  
o books you remember reading during this time. Distinguish between books read 

in class and books read on your own. What do your remember about them. 
How did you feel about reading them? 

o how much/how often did you read on your own? 
o include any attitudes or feelings you had about those experiences 

• Subtitle: CONCLUSION 
o Overall, how have all of these experiences shaped you as a reader? In this 

concluding paragraph, make some judgments and give some opinions about 
the success of your reading training and accomplishments so far and how it has 
prepared you for the future. 

 
Attach reading list 
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Reading List Directions 
 
For this document, write down any books you remember reading in the past--completed 
books, ones you can talk about today. 
 

1. Fill out the chart. Make a guess as to what grade you were in when you read the book, 
even if you don’t know for sure.  Mark how you read the book (self read, in or out of 
class, or read to) and then indicate your general feeling toward the reading 
experience. Title and author are a must. Absolutely look up lexile and AR level. 

2. Ask other people (as in “What was that book we read?”)  and use the Internet to help 
you get the information you need. 

a. lexile.com 
i. Put the name of a book in the “Quick Book Search box near the top left. If the book is 
listed with this website, it will give you the author, the lexile level and probably the number of 
pages. 

ii. The lexile number gives you an idea as to the level. Lexile ranges according to the 
common core standards are: 

1. K-1                450-790 
2. 2 - 3                450-790 
3. 4 - 5                770-980 
4. 6 - 8                955-1155 
5. 9 - 10            1080-1305 
6. 11-CCR            1215-1355 

b. arbookfind.com 
 . Put the name of a book in the “Quick Search” box with “Go” next to it and then hit “Go.” 

If the book is listed with this website, it will give you the author and the reading level where it 
says “BL”. AR numbers read as grade levels (5.4 means fifth year, 4th month) 
c. Understanding the difference between AR level and lexile level: 

 . Sometimes AR level will match up with lexile level, sometimes not. Both 
pieces of information when available helps provide a ballpark picture at 
the level of the book. 

i. AR levels tend to reflect the appropriateness of the book for the age of 
the student. Lexile level is more strongly based on the sentence structure 
and word usage. These tools provide general pictures and give a rough 
guidelines. 

d. If you cannot find a book listed in either of the above sites, and you still need 
the author’s name, try simply googling the title or checking amazon.com. You 
won’t have a level, but a book can’t really be identified without the author’s 
name. 

3. Since this is about books you can remember, everything you ever read won’t be listed 
here and every column might not have information--but much of it will.  

4. If you read many books in a series, just right down the best one you remember on your 
chart. In your history, explain about your experience reading the series. 
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